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1. Introduction

This paper is prepared as a contribution to the Commission on Social Development, 2010 side event session on Investing in Youth Leadership and Volunteerism, hosted by the United Nations Volunteer Programme (UNV) in partnership with UN Youth Unit and the World YWCA. I was unable to get the visa to travel to the USA for this side event because though employed I earn so little and was informed that my earnings are not sufficient to guarantee my stay in the USA. I will therefore be participating in the side event through videoconference. I am grateful to UNV including their Harare Office.

I am also grateful to my organization Rozaria Memorial Trust for all the support, encouragement and advise, as I give my own contribution to the community as a volunteer.
Rozaria Memorial Trust (RMT) supports innovative initiatives that promote education, health and entrepreneurship for women and young people in poor communities.  RMT was founded in memory of the late Mbuya Rozaria Marumisa-Dizha (1923-2006) whose life embodied the spirit of caring, sharing and innovation.
2. The Reasons I Volunteer For Rozaria Memorial Trust

· I was inspired by its background and foundation, Rozaria Memorial Trust was formed in respect and honors of a community figure Ambuya Rozaria Chijaka who through her charisma and warm heart was able to the change the lives of her community in the rural areas of Murewa in Zimbabwe. I took it as a duty to take up the inspiration through the organization to also inspire the youths in this community through poetry, conscientising them on the effects of HIV and AIDS, Gender Violence and Youth Development.

· Rozaria Memorial Trust gave me a chance to share my passion and be heard in poetry through their out reach programmes that they held in the surrounding areas of the marginalized community of Murewa. I was able to share my views on HIV and AIDS, Gender Violence and Youth Development. I also grew in my talent as I was appreciated as a poet.

· I also thought I could also help socially and giving spiritual strength to the people living and affected by HIV and AIDS, encouraging them on how they could live with HIV and AIDS through the spoken word.

· In such a collective effort of so much relevance I also thought that the people in this community could do with entertainment to help them reflect on what they would have learnt in the out reach programmes on HIV and AIDS, Gender Violence and Youth Development.
3. The Problems Facing The Youths In Zimbabwe
· HIV and AIDS where the youths between the ages of sixteen and thirty are the most affected by the pandemic because they are the most active generation in sexual relationships especially in these most marginalized areas like Murewa, due to lack of access to HIV and AIDS related information, ARVs and basic care support.
· Unemployment is a vital point affecting the youths in Zimbabwe. Most youths after living learning institution they have nothing to do because there is lack of employment, which infiltrates a rise in crime rate in the youths, drug abuse and the vicious circle of poverty that is proving to be passed from generation to generation like inheritance. Lack of employment has also caused a massive exodus of the youths to neighboring countries like SA to seek employment. There are over three million people who have left the country and most of them are youths, they usually face exploitation from the employers by receiving low salaries, the females usually end up indulging in prostitution which further strengthens the problem of HIV and AIDS which in Zimbabwe was on a down trend. The exodus has caused a massive blow to the economy, which is the future that the youths of Zimbabwe will always depend on.
· Illiteracy has also been of great concern to the youths in Zimbabwe; most families especially in the marginalized areas are not able to send their children to school from elementary to secondary. Most families in the marginalized areas are subsistence farmers and mostly can not afford the high fees that are needed in schools. With the effects of drought that have been affecting the country for the past decade most families are looking for food than sending the youths to school. This has a lot of effects to Zimbabwe especially when we look at the youths as the future of what our nation ought to be like.
· There is what I also believe to be loss direction in the youths where most youths do not know what they are worth to their society. There are no facilities for career guidance and channels for the youths to be heard when they are the once who are supposed to mould a future. Most youths look up to the decision makers for decisions on their destinies. This is vital especially looking at  our country which is going through a constitution making process . Most youths I encountered on this issue said they had no input in the constitution making process because they did not know who to see and where to go to air their views on the constitution looking at the fact that the constitution would always affect them directly as long as they are Zimbabwean citizens.
· Poverty mostly in the marginalized areas has great effect to the youths in Zimbabwe. Most youths have no choice on their destinies because they are vulnerable and victims who are caught up in the web network of poverty, this has made it hard for the youths to rise to become who they want to be because they leave on charity and hand outs from well wishers which comes back to the point expressed above that they end up feeling worthless and inferior in their community because they have no input but in actual fact a burden to society.
· There is also lack of talent exposure in Zimbabwe. Most youths are frustrated because of the lack of resources and exposure in the fields that the youths feel has talents. This could be in sports, arts and professional areas. Usually when the youths fail in what they really want to do they end up indulging in drugs and prostitution because they would be in a state of escapism to the frustration of failure. There should be essential support in the natural talents in the youths and I believe this can also enhance growth in sports, arts and innovative inventions industry. 
4. How Can We Encourage The Youths To Volunteer?
· The vision of volunteerism has to be embedded or should be build upon the youths. The vision has to be imparted to the youths to develop clear understanding of volunteerism. This can be achieved through massive campaigns that encourage the youths to volunteer through the governments departments, learning institutions, NGOs and the local communities working hand in hand with the media in outreach programmes and social events in communities so that they can see the benefits of volunteering for their communities, nations and international community at large.

· Passion is a driving force to volunteerism. Like myself I was driven by passion to volunteer for the Rozaria Memorial trust. If we are able to identify the passions of the youths in our communities and ways we can get them to practice what they enjoy the most through volunteering this will foster encouragement in the youths to volunteer.

· Most youths have role models they look up to as their inspiration. If we can get these role models to volunteering this can also encourage the youths to volunteer. Like with the case in Haiti where many superstars are in voluntary work to help those affected by the earthquake. it is such a humble gesture that can drive the youths to volunteer. As a youth I was greatly touched and inspired when I heard most superstars had taken up volunteering programmes in Haiti.

· Most youths are driven by peer pressure. This can be used as an instrument to work in the positive direction because youths have a common mindset, there is need to pick the most influential youths and encourage them to volunteer who in turn will influence others to volunteer especially in learning institution, religious congregations and work places where we have many youth grouped in one place.

· There are certain values that are preserved in many societies that can also be used to encourage the youths to volunteer. These values can be in the form of culture, religion and ethnics that can be targeted because they are treated with respect. I have seen it from the church I go to, most youths would love to do voluntary work initiated by the church because the respect the church and they would do anything that is in the name of the church. These I would like to term the elements of any society that that are influential TO THE YOUTHS.

· There should be resources that are channeled towards to the youths to encourage them to volunteer.

· There should also be some form of visible incentives to the youths to encourage them to volunteer. This does not necessarily have to be in the form of remuneration but it can be in form of opportunities in the form of employment creation, personal growth and inspiration.

5. Recommendations to Governments and other organisations

· Success without a successor is failure. I recommend the different governments to empower the youths to leadership roles, giving them a platform to express themselves and their shared visions that they relate among themselves. This makes them feel responsible especially with what the future ought to be. For example in my beautiful country like we are in the process of the constitution making, the youths must be seen making input to its success, this will go a long way in giving the youths the image that they are not ignored by their leaders but are embraced in decision making.
· There should be supportive constitution for the youths to take part in volunteerism that they do not end up being exploited in the name of volunteering with others profiteering.
· There should be programmes that should be included in national budgets through government departments that are put aside to help and encourage the youths to volunteer. This will lessen government expenditure in programmes that they may need to employ people. This can be achieved through apprenticeship where the youths volunteer to learn certain professions. This can also act as a form of employment creation to the youths.
· The government should be recommended to appreciate change in the youths and not remain conservative. The will help them to acknowledge their youths and the future.
For further information, contact;
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